
Press Release                       
 
 

 
For Immediate Release 
 
For More Information Contact: 
Janice Sutera 
Junior Achievement of South Dakota 
(605) 336-7318 
Janice.Sutera@ja.org                       
                                   
                                        

Local Students Learn Ethical Decision-Making Skills from Top Leaders 

SD- Given the current focus on and importance of work readiness in South Dakota, it is imperative 
that students (our future workforce) receive training in ethical decision-making while in school. 
According to a 2016 SHRM/Mercer workforce survey, “One in four candidates lacked integrity and 
nearly one in three lacked reliability.” Through the JA Excelling through Ethics program, over 9,000 
South Dakota middle and high school students from 31 communities will learn from executive level 
volunteers the importance of ethics.  
 
Junior Achievement partners with nearly 500 local business executives across the state to encourage 
students to begin questioning their own set of ethics. These community members, through their 
personal experience with ethical decision-making, will provide each student an opportunity to think 
critically about ethical dilemmas they may face. Concepts reinforced include integrity, reliability, 
values, and character.  
 
The JA Ethics volunteers will lead case study discussions and share real-life ethical decisions they 
have faced and how they responded. Through these discussions, students will gain a better 
understanding of their responsibility to society and of the role ethics and integrity play in the 
workplace and in life.  
 
Junior Achievement of South Dakota President, Kayla Eitreim, stated, “Junior Achievement is proud 
to be involved by helping our students become ready for the workplace. Soft skills like integrity and 
reliability are important to employers across South Dakota, and we appreciate the time our volunteers 
spend with the students discussing these important topics.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Achievement of South Dakota, founded in 1968, inspires and prepares young people to 
succeed in a global economy.  For more information about the JA Excelling through Ethics program, 
please contact our state office at 800-871-7007 or visit www.jasd.org. 


