
 
 

 

Introduction/Ice Breaker

The following ice breaker is recommended for your use, but you may also develop your own or utilize the sample 
ice breakers available at http://www.jasd.org/main.aspx?pageID=185.  Before beginning the ice breaker, introduce 
yourself and your organization. Tell three facts about yourself.  (2 minutes) 
 

Ethics Ice Breaker: Define Ethics (5 minutes) 
Think, Pair, Share Icebreaker: 
 

1. Vertically write “ETHICS” on the board. 
E 
T 
H 
 I 
C 
S 

2. Ask the students to write as many synonyms that relate to the letters you wrote on the board.  They 
can use the back of their name plate or a scratch piece of paper.  Explain that they will work alone, 
then as a pair, and finally as a class.     

 

3. Tell them that they have one minute to work individually.   
 

4. For another minute, have the students pair with another, compare their answers, and brainstorm 
additional words. 

 

5. Finally, for two minutes, discuss and write the group answers on the chalkboard. 
 

Some examples may include: 
E:  excellence, exceptional, effective, exemplary, esteemed, excellent,    
     extraordinary, exact, expectation 
T:   truth, trusting, truthful, telling 
H:  honest, honorable, high-minded, helpful, honored, honesty, honor 
I:   innocent, integrity, individual-dignity, incorruptible, incomparable, influential, 

impressive 
C:   character, conduct, correct, credible, commendable, candid, clear-cut, conviction, 

confidence 
S:   straight-forward, sincere, serious, superior, super, special, successful,  
      significant 

 

6. To wrap up the icebreaker, talk about the words and how they relate to your professional and 
personal life. 

 

Supplemental Information: 
According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, the word “ethics” is defined as: 
1.  The discipline dealing with what is good and bad and with moral duty and obligation.  
2.  A set of moral principles: a theory or system of moral values.  
3.  The principles of conduct governing an individual or a group.  
4.  A guiding philosophy.  
5.  A consciousness of moral importance. 
6.  A set of moral issues or aspects.  
 

Origin of ETHICS:   
Middle English ethik, from Middle French ethique, from Latin ethice, 
from Greek ēthikē, from ēthikos   First Known Use: 14th century 
 

http://www.jasd.org/main.aspx?pageID=185

