
 
 
 

Summary and Review

Perhaps the biggest impact that you can make during your visit is by reinforcing key 
concepts at the end of the session.   Be sure to take time to highlight and emphasize the 
“big ideas” you brought forth. 
 
Ask the students the following questions and receive feedback: 

 
 When you have to make a difficult decision, how do you determine what you will 

do? 
 
 What do we learn about ourselves when we have to make decisions about which 

no one else will know? 
 
 How do the moral/ethical decisions you make at this point in your life impact the 

person you may be in five or ten years? 
 
 Do you think people in society today are more or less ethical/moral than they 

were 15 or 20 years ago?  Why? 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary Option: Discuss this story or your own ethics summary. 
 
There once was a little boy who had a bad habit of lying. His father gave him a bag of nails 
and told him that every time he told a lie, he must hammer a nail into the back of the fence. 
Each day the boy went without lying, he could pull out one nail.  The days passed and the 
young boy was finally able to tell his father that all the nails were gone. 
 
The father took his son by the hand, led him to the fence, and said, "You have done well, my 
son, but look at the holes in the fence. The fence will never be the same. When you say 
things that are not true, they leave a scar just like this one.” 
 
This story demonstrates several important points about integrity and ethics. Once unethical 
behavior occurs, it cannot be fully undone.  Much like the fence, damage to a person’s or 
business’ reputation is lasting and irreversible.  
 
Also, if even only a few of the planks on the fence have holes, the image of the entire fence 
is tarnished, just like an individual or organization.  


