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Review (5 minutes) 
 
Reiterate to the students that sometimes there are not black and white answers when it comes to ethics.  
Review the students’ thoughts about: 

 Introduction:  What circumstances would cause you to speak up?  

 Four Corners: Should you tell someone about the manager’s theft? 

 Crossing the Line: Did everyone have the same point at which they thought the ethical line was 
crossed? 

 What Would You Do?: What process do you use to make difficult decisions?  
 

Pending time, consider asking the students some of the following questions: 

 What do we learn about ourselves when we make decisions that no one else will know happened? 

 How do the moral/ethical decisions you make at this point in your life impact the person you may be in five 
or ten years? Does this long-term impact change as adults? 

Closing (5 minutes) 
Bring to your class presentation an inflatable beach ball (provided by JA the day of the event).   Ask for a 
student volunteer to come up to the front of the classroom to assist you in this demonstration.   
Unbeknownst to the student, the inflatable beach ball had a slit cut into it prior to your JA 
presentation.   This defect represents an unethical decision an individual has made at some point 
during his/her life.    
 
Ask the student volunteer to blow up the beach ball. Ask the student to give the beach ball back to you.   
Holding and applying pressure to it, you can see it deflating. Tell the students to think of the beach ball not 
as a beach ball, but of themselves when they make an unethical or bad choice. The ball will never be fully 
inflatable or whole again. Can the beach ball be patched? Can it withstand multiple patches? Can the beach 
ball fully bounce back from making a bad choice or multiple bad choices even with patches?     
 
Discussion Questions: 

 If you are this beach ball and you accept responsibility for the blemish – how can you make things 
“right” again?    

 What are the potential long-term consequences of your behavior? 

 How do our individual actions affect other people?   Could a hole be punctured in others’ integrity 
because of something you did?  

 
This demonstration explains several important points about integrity and ethics.    

 Once unethical behavior occurs, it cannot be fully undone. From the outside it looks fine, but is it?      

 Puncturing the beach ball is like verbalizing something, hitting send on a text message, 
posting on social media… once the action happens, you can’t get it back.   
 

Damage to a person’s or business’ reputation is lasting and irreversible.   Even if just a little bit of unethical 
behavior causes a small puncture or blemish, it is difficult to undo.  Just as the beach ball is tarnished, so is 
one’s reputation.   
 
For additional options for the closing, please go to the Ethics Curriculum Bank found on the Volunteer 
Materials Tab: http://jasd.org/Programs/EthicsVolunteerMaterials.html  
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