
 

 

  
 

 
Review (5 minutes) 
 

Reiterate to the students that sometimes peers and situations influence the decisions we make.  Review the 
students’ thoughts about: 
 

 Introduction: You hold the power to maintain your word bank.  Even now, you should be working to 
develop the words you want on your list and work toward eliminating those you do not.   

 Crossing the Line:  What factors influenced your rankings?  Was it hard to come to a group consensus?    
 Pick a Corner: Sometimes situations don’t seem like a big deal at first; however, they can have greater 

repercussions than we realize.    
 The Good & The Bad: It’s important to think through pros, cons, and consequences before making a 

decision. There are places you can turn if you don’t know what to do. 
 Profit or Pirate: The goal is to gain profit without stealing or taking by illegal or unethical methods.   

 

Pending time, consider asking the students some of the following questions: 
 Would your decisions be different if you knew no one was watching or that no one would find out?  What 

does that tell us about ourselves?  
 How do the moral/ethical decisions you make at this point in your life impact the person you may be in five or 

ten years? Does this long-term impact change as adults? 
 

Closing (5 minutes) 
 

Read the following story to the class:     
 

  Mr. Chris Myler, an elderly carpenter who was ready to retire, told his employer of his plans to leave the 
house building business to live a more leisurely life with his wife and to enjoy his extended family. He would miss 
the pay check each week, but nonetheless he wanted to retire. The employer was sorry to see his good worker 
go and asked the carpenter if he could build just one more house as a personal favor.  
  The carpenter agreed and started working on this final project. Since it was his last project, he worked 
half-heartedly, took shortcuts, and said goodbye to overtime. He did not find the best cement mixture, nor did he 
consider a swimming pool in his project. He did not use quality wood for doors, and the furniture was not of good 
quality.  
  When the job was finished, the employer called the carpenter into his office… and gave the keys of this 
newly built house to the carpenter saying… “This is my gift to you for such commendable service over the last 15 
years”. 
  The carpenter was shocked. What a shame! If he had only known he was building his own house, he 
would have done it all so differently.  
 

So it is with us. We build our lives a day at a time. Hopefully, we are using the best habits, the best thoughts, the 
best actions and the best materials.  However, we know that often we build our lives in a distracted way, reacting 
rather than acting, willing to put up less than the best. At important points we do not give the job our best effort. 
Then with a shock we look at the situation we have created and find that we are now living in the house we have 
built. If we had realized that, we would have done it differently.  
 

Think of yourself as the carpenter.  The house represents the life you are building.  Each day you hammer a nail, 
place a board, or build a wall. It is the only life you will ever build. The plaque on the wall says, "Life is a do-it-
yourself project."  Your attitude and the choices you make today, help build the house you live in tomorrow. 
Therefore, you should build wisely! 
 

If you’re not happy with what you see, perhaps it’s a direct consequence of what you’ve been building over the 
years. Consider making some changes now to improve your future!   
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