
  

  

      
 
Social Media Perception   

 

 
 

Review (5 minutes) 
 

Reiterate to the students that sometimes peers and situations influence the decisions we make.  Review the 
students’ thoughts about: 
 

 Introduction: Did peer pressure influence the way you responded, or were your responses consistent 
when your head was down verses up? 

 Social Media:  Remind students how fast something can go viral, whether the topic is positive or negative 
and regardless if the people wanted it to go viral or not. 

 Integrity: Even with the pressures put on Javier – he made the right decision.  (So can you!)  

 Crossing the Line: What factors influenced your rankings?  Was it hard to come to a group consensus?    

 Pick a Corner: How did the changes to the scenarios influence your decisions?  Remember this 
statement, “I should always do the right thing, even if it doesn’t affect me directly.”   

 

Pending time, consider asking the students some of the following questions: 

 What do we learn about ourselves when we make decisions that no one else will know happened? 

 How do the moral/ethical decisions you make at this point in your life impact the person you may be in five or 
ten years? Does this long-term impact change as adults? 

 

Closing (5 minutes) 
Items Needed: 

 Eraser (JA will provide the day of the event) 

 Piece of Paper (You can use the back of a table tent that JA provides the day of the event) 

 Pencil – bring to class (or ask the teacher or a student to borrow one) 
 

Ask for a student volunteer to come up to the front of the classroom to assist you in this demonstration. 

 Give the student the piece of paper and a pencil and tell him/her he/she has 10 seconds to write or draw 
his/her favorite animal (or food, or sport, etc.). 

 After 10 seconds, call time and give the student the eraser.   

 Tell him/her he/she has 20 seconds to erase what was just drawn.  

 After 20 seconds, ask the student:   
o Look at the paper, were you able to completely erase the pencil line? 

 Were you able to at least get the pencil line to fade?  
 The pencil line represents the decisions you make.  For example, verbalizing 

something, hitting send on a text message, posting on social media… once the action 
happens, you can’t fully get it back.  Even if you can get most of it off, there is still a faded 
pencil line and a reminder it was there.   

 How long can the impact last? 

 Can the consequences/impact eventually go away? 
o Look at the eraser, how was it affected?  

 The eraser represents the effect/impact your actions can have on others.   

 Was it your intent that there would be a mark left on the eraser?  We often don’t 
realize how our actions and decisions can impact other people. 

 Have you ever been impacted by someone else’s actions?   
o How did it impact you?  What did you do?  
o Did it cause you to hold a grudge?    

o Were there eraser shaving/crumbs left behind?  
 These represent the consequences our actions can have.  
 Sometimes there may be things we need to do to help “clean up” a situation (accept 

responsibility, apologize, offer to fix what was done, etc.).   
 

Damage to a person’s or business’ reputation is lasting and irreversible.   Even if it is just a little bit of unethical 
behavior (light pencil line), it is difficult to undo.  Just as the paper and eraser are tarnished in this case, so is one’s 
reputation.   

 

 Review & Closing 


