
 

  
 

 
 

Tell the students:  Entrepreneurs look for ways to make a profit.  A profit is the money left over once all of the 
costs of producing a product or performing a service have been paid.  Some entrepreneurs, however, get into 
business to be a pirate.  A pirate is defined as one who steals or takes by illegal or unethical methods.  

How can you decide if your idea/need is ethical?  Ask yourself these questions: 
1. Is it legal to sell my product or service? 
2. Are there any school rules about my product/service? 
3. Could any people or animals possibly be hurt by using my product or service? 
4. Is the price for my product or service fair for what is being offered? 
5. Do I have what it takes to provide the product or service? (Knowledge, time, and resources?) 

 
Directions: Read the following scenarios and have the students stand if they think it represents a profit and stay 
seated if they think it represents a pirate.  Discuss the students’ responses as you go.     
 
Below are just SUGGESTED responses.  You and/or the students may have other thoughts. 
 
1. The art teacher is cleaning out the old supplies and tells Steve to help himself to whatever he wants from the 
table. He realizes he can make and sell bracelets from the material he takes.  

Profit (Standing):    Free supplies, with permission, will make for a good profit. 
 

2. Veronica realizes that several people always have aches and pains after track practice. She decides that she 
could bring aspirin and sell it to her teammates.  

Pirate (Sitting):   Since she’s not a doctor, medicine is a very dangerous sales choice. 
 

3. Bryce has been shoveling snow from his neighbors’ driveways for years. He hears there is supposed to be a 
big blizzard this week and wonders about raising his prices for the week.  

Pirate (Sitting): This is considered unethically taking advantage of customers’ situation. 
 

4.  Alissa has a green thumb. She grows hundreds of plants and flowers in her yard. She sells them to her 
neighbors and transplants them into their yards. Her fee covers both the cost of the flowers and her labor.  
   Profit (Standing): Charging extra to cover your labor costs is ethical. 
 

5. Jeff bought dozens of candy bars at the store the night before the big, boring assembly the principal had 
planned. He brought them out at the assembly and offered them for $5 each.  

Profit (Standing): Supply and Demand; if people choose to buy a candy bar at that price, it is their 
choice.  

 

6. Steve has figured out that if he mows his neighbors’ lawns without asking, they seem to feel guilty and pay him 
for doing it.   

Pirate (Sitting): Providing any service or product without a prior agreement is unethical. 
 

7. Theo loves trading cards. He can find them cheap in large quantities online on eBay. Then he can turn around 
and sell them for more than he paid.  

Profit (Standing):  Reasonably raising the price to make a profit is ethical. 
 
Wrap-Up/ Key Take-Aways: 

 How many of you looked to see what your friends were doing?  When looking around, what does that say 
about the way you make decisions?  

 What are some things people do with their profit?  (Donating to charity, investing more into the business, 
paying for needs/wants.)  

 
Word bank Connection: Our goal is to gain profit without being a pirate.  Looking at your list of words, are there 
any that you feel could get you into trouble or into a sticky situation with a friend(s), teacher(s), coach, family, or 
employer?  

         Profit or Pirate
(Adapted from: Copyright - JA USA Portal)


