Junior Achievement of Central Ohio
Our vision is to inspire and
prepare more than 50,000
K-12 grade students annually
to achieve personal success in
their careers and lives

Who we are.

by convening and aligning
business, education,
community, and government
systems through engagements
at the elementary, middle, and
high school level

As a national program, Junior Achievement was founded in
1919 with Junior Achievement of Central Ohio (JA) serving the
Columbus area since 1950. JA is dedicated to providing real-world
experiences to our area’s youth that build financial literacy, ignite
an entrepreneurial way of thinking, and build the skills needed to
succeed in their careers and lives.

and connecting young people
to state-of-the-art, real-world
learning experiences across our
region.

Success, like life, isn’t a ladder. It’s a jungle gym. That’s why at
Junior Achievement, we aren’t in the business of handing out stepby-step instructions. Instead, we equip tomorrow’s leaders with the
tools to build meaningful careers and successful lives of their own.

Who we serve.
JA is geographically the largest Junior Achievevement in Ohio,
expanding to 26 counties in the central Ohio region, serving
students from urban, suburban, and rural communities.

The Problem.
36%

of Americans 18 to 24 years old
are “financially at risk.”1

42%

of Americans do not have a
retirement account.2

Over
Half

of US K-12 students qualify
for free and reduced priced
lunches.3

58%

of Americans have less than
$1,000 in their savings account.4

40% of corporations and
50% of academic insitutions

believe recent graduates lack the soft
skills needed for them to succeed in
the workplace, including emotional
intelligence, complex reasoning, and the
ability to communicate difficult topics.5

Our Community.
Central Ohio is projected to grow from two
million in 2016 to three million by the year 2050.
Despite our region attracting more national
corporations and innovative entrepreneurs each
year, nearly 1 in 4 children in Franklin county
live in poverty.6

Achieve More.

What we do.
Junior Achievement fuels economic and social
progress through our proven, ground-breaking
programs. JA connects community and business
volunteers to local students to deliver JA’s
interactive programming centered around
money management, work-readiness skills, and
entrepreneurial thinking.
JA provides programs to students - wherever
they are. Programs can be delivered in the
classroom, virtually, and through an on-site
simulation. Because of JA programming, central
Ohio students are better prepared to achieve
personal success – no matter the socio-economic
conditions from which they ascend.

57%

of JA students nationally identify as an
ethnic minority, versus 51% of students
nationwide.

JA’s Impact.
JA USA conducted a statistically-valid,
national survey of JA Alumni - current
adults who went through JA programming
while in school. Through the survey, they
found that JA Alumni:

Earn 20% more income than the general
public

Are 143% more likely to be involved in
entrepreneurship.

Have a higher career satisfaction
rate of 88% compared to the general
public at 43%.

54%

of JA students nationally qualify for free
& reduced priced lunch, versus 52% of
American students.

With our transformative, experience-based programs, JA is uniquely positioned to address our
area’s need for a comprehensive strategy to connect young people to real-world experiences,
building a pipeline of highly skilled and innovative talent so that our community grows, thrives,
and sets the pace for the central Ohio region.

2019/2020 School Year
Work
Readiness

Financial
Literacy

Entrepreneurship

26,093

students

199

schools

47

school districts

1,879

local, business, and
community volunteers

258,419

hours of JA content

“My time at JA BizTown has taught me a lot about leadership and being a role model. I know I will take
these skills and apply them in my college years and even beyond.”
- JA Leadership Academy Student
“I think Junior Achievement’s program is important because, as we grow up, we are encouraged to work
hard at school to be able to do the work. [Junior Achievement] encouraged me [to] study hard so I can get
a good job that I like when I grow up.”
- JA Student
“JA is very engaging for the students. This can be a challenging neighborhood and my volunteer really fits
in with the students. I see the students interacting with peers at a critical thinking level.”
- JA Teacher
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